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Foreword 

The Ministry of Education and Sports, through the National Curriculum 
Development Centre (NCDC), presents these Assessment Guidelines as a practical 
tool for implementing the Advanced Secondary Curriculum (ASC). They are 
intended to translate the broad policy directions of the ASC Assessment 
Framework into clear, actionable practices for assessing learning in this subject 
at classroom, school, and national levels. 
These Guidelines must be read and applied in close alignment with the ASC 
Assessment Framework. The Framework sets out the overarching principles, and 
architecture of assessment, while the Guidelines provide subject-specific 
applications. Using them in isolation risks disconnecting practice from policy; 
therefore, stakeholders are strongly encouraged to treat the two documents as 
complementary resources for a holistic understanding of the assessment system. 
The assessment guidelines are grounded in the principles of assessment for 
learning, assessment as learning, and assessment of learning. They offer detailed 
direction on evaluating learners’ acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, and 
attitudes. They provide strategies and standards to help teachers measure 
achievement of learning outcomes and integrate 21st century skills effectively 
within subject contexts. These Guidelines are designed to empower teachers to 
conduct meaningful assessments that foster learner growth while ensuring 
consistency, credibility, and fairness across the Advanced Secondary level. 
As Minister responsible for Education, I endorse these Assessment Guidelines as 
the official standard for assessing the Advanced Secondary Curriculum in Uganda. 
I call upon all educators to use them alongside the ASC Assessment Framework to 
promote excellence, relevance, and integrity in our education system. 
 
 
 
Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni  
First Lady and Minister of Education & Sports 
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1. Introduction 

This assessment guidelines document is developed as a companion to the 
Assessment Framework for Advanced Secondary Curriculum and should be 
read and applied in conjunction with it. The Framework provides the 
overarching principles, standards, and requirements for assessment across all 
subjects, while this guideline contextualises those provisions to the specific 
demands and practices of History as a subject. 

End-of-Cycle Assessment of History will be administered by the Uganda 
National Examinations Board (UNEB). The assessment will be guided by four (4) 
assessment objectives drawn from the four (4) assessment constructs. These 
include: Socio-economic systems in Africa; Colonialism, national agitation and 
the rise of new states in the world; Revolutions and their impact on the world; 
and Global politics and ideologies.  The assessment items will be set at the level 
of the construct, allowing learners to integrate knowledge skills and values 
drawn from the topics within a construct in order to address a societal 
challenge.  
 

1.1 Assessment Objectives 
The assessment objective for History will focus on the learner’s ability to: 

AO 1: Analyse how pre-colonial African traditional structures have shaped 
African societies and influenced modern development, unity and patriotism. 
AO 2: Examine the forces of imperialism and key political developments in 
Africa and beyond to understand their impact on unity, independence, social 
justice, citizenship and international relations.   
AO 3: Examine the trends of major world revolutions and diplomatic efforts to 
understand their lessons for leadership, peacebuilding, and political change in 
the modern world.   
AO 4: Analyse key historical events, and ideologies to understand their impact 
on societies and their relevance to today’s political and social issues.  
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1.2 Linkage Between Assessment Objectives, Constructs and 
Syllabus 
Table 1: 

The table below shows a linkage between the assessment objectives, the 
constructs and the topics that contribute to the construct.  

Assessment 
Objective 

Construct Construct 
Description 

Topics in the Syllabus 

AO 1:  Analyse 
how African 
traditional 
structures 
have shaped 
African 
societies and 
influenced 
modern 
development, 
unity and 
patriotism 

Socio-
economic 
systems in 
Africa  
 

Analyses key 
socio–
economic 
developments 
in Africa from 
the pre-colonial 
era to the 
present, and 
how these 
developments 
have shaped 
African 
identities and 
the pursuit of 
harmonious co-
existence.   

1) The Social and 
Economic Systems in 
the Pre-Colonial 
Institutions in Africa 
(Unit 1 S5) 

2) The Pre-Colonial 
Trade Systems in 
Africa (Unit 1 S5) 

3) Post-Colonial Socio-
Economic 
developments in East 
Africa (Unit 1 S6) 

4) Regional Economic 
Groupings and 
International 
Relations (Unit 1 S6) 

5) Nationalisation of 
Education in Uganda 
(Unit 1 S6)  

6) Challenges of African 
Growth and 
Development (Unit 1 
S6)  
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AO 2: 
Examines the 
forces of 
imperialism 
and key 
political 
developments 
in Africa and 
beyond to 
understand 
their impact 
on unity, 
independence, 
social justice, 
citizenship 
and 
international 
relations.  : 

Colonialism, 
national 
agitation and 
the rise of 
new states in 
the world 

Examines the 
rise of 
nationalism 
and how unity 
of movements 
contributed to 
the formation 
of new states 
and inspired 
the pursuit of 
freedom, 
equality, and 
self-rule.  

1) The Scramble for and 
Partition of Africa 
1880–1914 (Unit 1 S5)   

2) The Establishment of 
Colonial Rule (Unit 1 
S5)  

3) Colonial 
Administration in 
Africa (Unit 1 S5) 

4) Sovereignty and 
Constitutionalism in 
East Africa (Unit 1 S6) 

5) Foreign Struggles for 
Economic Resources 
and Unification in 
Southern Africa (Unit 
1 S5) 

6) The Growth of Pan—
Africanism (Unit 1 S6)  

7) The Rise of African 
Nationalism (Unit 1 
S.5)  

8) The Unification 
Struggles in Europe 
up to 1871(Unit 2 S5) 

9) Separatism and 
Ethnic Nationalism in 
Africa (Unit 1 S6) 

10) The Unification 
Struggles in Europe 
up to 1871(Unit 2 S.5) 
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11) Sierra Leone and 
Liberia in the World 
Context (Unit 2 S5) 

12) Nationalism and 
Challenges of 
Integration in the 
Middle East (Unit 2 
S.6) 

AO 3: Examine 
the trends of 
major world 
revolutions 
and 
diplomatic 
efforts to 
understand 
their lessons 
for leadership, 
peacebuilding, 
and political 
change in the 
modern world.   
 

Revolutions 
and their 
impact on 
the world  
 

Examines how 
revolutions and 
major political 
changes in 
history have 
influenced the 
world. 

1) The French 
Revolution of 1789 
(Unit 2 S5) 

2) Islamic Revolutions in 
Africa (Unit 1 S5) 

3) The Era of Napoleon 
Bonaparte 1799 –
1815 (Unit 2 S5) 

4) The Restoration of 
Order and Stability in 
Europe (1814 – 1830) 
(Unit 2 S5)  

5) The Revolutions of 
1848 in Europe (Unit 2 
S5) 

6) The Eastern Question 
1815–1913 (Unit 2 S6) 

7) Post-World War I 
Ideologies in Europe 
(Unit 2 S6) 

AO 4:  Analyse 
key historical 
events, and 

Global 
politics and 
ideologies  

To analyse how 
the historical 
events, policies, 

1) Post-Independence 
Ideologies in East 
Africa (Unit 1 S6)  
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ideologies to 
understand 
their impact 
on societies 
and their 
relevance to 
today’s 
political and 
social issues 

 ideologies and 
international 
relations in the 
wider world 
have 
contributed to 
the 
development of 
global peace 
and 
democracy.  
 

2) World War I and Its 
Aftermath (Unit 2 S6) 

3) Post-World War I 
Ideologies in Europe 
(Unit 2 S6) 

4) World War II 1939-
1945 and Its 
Aftermath (Unit 2 S6) 

5) Lessons from the Rise 
of the United States 
of America and 
Canada (Unit 2 S5) 

6) Nationalism and 
Challenges of 
Integration in the 
Middle East (Unit 2 
S6) 

7) Development of 
Southern Asia and the 
Far East since 1939 
(Unit 2 S6) 
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3. Structure of History Assessment Papers 

There will be two assessment papers for History at the Advanced Secondary 
level namely; The World Socio-economic and Political History since 1800 and 
History of World Affairs since 1789. 

Each examination paper will be assessing two Assessment Objectives (AO) in 
respective two constructs of History.  All together History has Four Constructs 
and Four  Assessment Objectives. 
Each paper will consist of four assessment items; two in sections A and two 
items in section B. The learner attempts only two items, picking one from each 
section.  

HISTORY PAPER 1 : The World Socio-economic and Political History since 
1800. 

This examination paper will have four optional scenario assessment items of 
equal weight and the learner will attempt one item from each of sections A and 
B. Section A will represent construct one with its corresponding Assessment 
Objective while section B will assess construct  two.  All together the learner will 
attempt two assessment items.  This paper will be done in a period of two hours 
and twenty minutes.  

 HISTORY PAPER 2:   History of World Affairs since 1789 

This examination paper will have four optional scenario assessment items of 
equal weight and the learner will attempt one item from each of two sections A 
and B. Section A will represent construct three and its Assessment Objective 
while section B will assess construct four and its Assessment Objective.  All 
together the learner will attempt two assessment items from this paper. This 
paper will be done in a period of two hours and twenty minutes 
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SAMPLE EXAMINATION  PAPERS  

History 

Paper   1:  
The World Socio-economic and Political History since 1800 
November 2025 
Time: 2 Hours, 20 Minutes   

 

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER 

HISTORY  
PAPER   I  

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 

This paper consists of four items. 

It has two sections A and B. 

Attempt any two items by choosing one item from each section.        

SECTION  A: 

Item 1 

In pre-colonial Africa, many communities took pride in their customs and ways 
of life. Since The Colonial Era , many socio–economic developments have been 
experienced across the continent, and these have greatly affected the way 
young Africans view their cultures. Elders are concerned that young people no 
longer value cultural traditions and instead copy foreign lifestyles. To address 
this, the community has started a campaign to bring back cultural practices to 
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History 
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Time: 2 Hours, 20 Minutes   

 

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER 

HISTORY  
PAPER   I  
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It has two sections A and B. 

Attempt any two items by choosing one item from each section.        

SECTION  A: 

Item 1 

In pre-colonial Africa, many communities took pride in their customs and ways 
of life. Since The Colonial Era , many socio–economic developments have been 
experienced across the continent, and these have greatly affected the way 
young Africans view their cultures. Elders are concerned that young people no 
longer value cultural traditions and instead copy foreign lifestyles. To address 
this, the community has started a campaign to bring back cultural practices to 
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make them meaningful in today’s world. As part of this campaign, the 
community is organising a cultural awareness week during which the youths 
will be educated about the African culture and traditions and how this 
influenced community life before the colonial era. They will also learn about 
the relevance of observing traditional customs and ways of life today. You are 
a community Cultural Officer and you have been requested to be one of the 
facilitators during the cultural week. 

Task 

Prepare a detailed presentation which you will share with the youth during the 
cultural week analysing the problem cited in the scenario and how it can be 
overcome.  

SECTION  B: 

Item  2 

Over the past two decades, Shuku kingdom has witnessed the coming of 
different waves of foreigners. Each group has come with particular interests 
and targets. Some of the groups have used forceful means to take over land 
and mineralised areas from the local communities while others have used 
“friendly means”. The kingdom has experienced major political, social and 
economic changes as a result of the coming of these invaders. For instance, the 
invaders have imposed foreign systems and new demands that have disrupted 
the traditional ways of life in the kingdom.  

Some of the Local leaders, acting out of fear or self-interest, have made 
important decisions where they have advised their communities to collaborate 
with the invaders. Other leaders have decided to resist the foreign system. You 
are a conflict resolution expert and you have been contracted by the United 
Nations Organisation (UNO) to advise on how the issues in Shuku Kingdom can 
be resolved. 



  

86

HISTORY  ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES

86 

 

 

Task 

Write the kind of advice which you will present to the UNO in order to deal with 
the situation in the Kingdom.  

                                                  END 
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Task 

Write the kind of advice which you will present to the UNO in order to deal with 
the situation in the Kingdom.  

                                                  END 
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History 

Paper II : History of World Affairs since 1789. 

November 2025 
Time: 2 Hours 20 Minutes 

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER 

HISTORY  
PAPER   II  

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 

This paper consists of four items. 

It has two sections A and B. 

Attempt any two items by choosing at least one item from each section.   

  SECTION A: 

Item 1 

During a well-attended public lecture, a senior history lecturer at one of the 
country’s top universities argued that the 1789 French Revolution and the 1848 
European revolutions laid the foundation for modern democracy across the 
world. However, several of his colleagues disagreed. They argued that in Africa 
and other parts of the Global South, democracy and liberalism did not simply 
come from Europe. Instead, they grew out of local struggles against colonial 
rule, economic exploitation, and racial injustice. 

To address this disagreement, a national radio station has organised a live 
debate on “World Revolutions and their impact on democracy in Africa”. ou 
have been invited as a panellist to give a historical analysis of the issue. 
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Task: 
As a panellist, prepare a detailed document you will use to guide the debate. 

SECTION   B 

Item  2.  
At one of the TV talk shows, a case is presented that: 

The world was at peace after World War II in 1945 with most countries aiming 
at developmental issues following the devastation of states like Japan and the 
Axis camp, until February 2014 when Global peace disappeared with Russia 
invading Ukraine. Analysts claim that this was done in attempt to restrict 
Ukraine from building alliances with America the capitalist state and yet 
historically Ukraine was a vassal state of Russia in the 18th and 19th Century 
period.  Consequently the global silence on the Russia-Ukraine war has pushed 
the superiority of America in cooperation with Israel to bomb Iran and Kill her 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on 28th February 2026.  It is claimed 
that with the above two situations, the world states have been divided into 
alliances already and a “third World War” is looming.  

You have been invited to participate in the next discussion of this case to 
analyse and suggest remedies for the foreseen “third World War”. 

Task: 
Prepare a detailed presentation to share with public in this talk show.   
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se
s 

sh
ow

 a
 g

oo
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 m
aj

or
 re

vo
lu

tio
ns

, i
de

nt
ify

in
g 

so
m

e 
ca

us
es

, e
ve

nt
s, 

an
d 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

 w
ith

 p
ar

tia
l o

r s
im

pl
e 

ex
pl

an
at

io
ns

. 
Ba

sic
 

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

s s
ho

w
 a

 fa
ir 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 m
aj

or
 re

vo
lu

tio
ns

, i
de

nt
ify

in
g 

fe
w

 
fe

at
ur

es
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 sh
al

lo
w

 o
r i

nc
om

pl
et

e 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
. 

El
em

en
ta

ry
 

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

s 
sh

ow
 a

 b
el

ow
-a

ve
ra

ge
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f 

m
aj

or
 r

ev
ol

ut
io

ns
, 

be
in

g 
m

os
tly

 in
co

m
pl

et
e 

or
 in

ac
cu

ra
te

 w
ith

 li
tt

le
 e

xp
la

na
tio

n 
of

 k
ey

 fe
at

ur
es

. 
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11
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 Co
ns

tr
uc

t T
ab

le
 4

 o
f D

es
cr

ip
to

rs
 

Co
ns

tr
uc

t  
Pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 

Le
ve

ls
  

 D
es

cr
ip

to
rs

  

Gl
ob

al
 

po
lit

ic
s 

an
d 

id
eo

lo
gi

es
 

Ex
ce

pt
io

na
l 

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

s d
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
n 

ex
ce

lle
nt

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f g
lo

ba
l p

ol
iti

cs
 a

nd
 

m
aj

or
 id

eo
lo

gi
es

, a
na

ly
sin

g 
th

ei
r d

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
, a

nd
 im

pa
ct

 w
hi

le
 

lin
ki

ng
 t

he
m

 t
o 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 e

ve
nt

s 
an

d 
gl

ob
al

 o
ut

co
m

es
 w

ith
 c

oh
er

en
t 

ar
gu

m
en

ts
. 

Ou
ts

ta
nd

in
g 

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

s d
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
 v

er
y 

go
od

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f g
lo

ba
l p

ol
iti

cs
 a

nd
 

m
aj

or
 id

eo
lo

gi
es

, a
na

ly
sin

g 
ke

y 
fe

at
ur

es
 w

ith
 m

os
tly

 a
cc

ur
at

e 
de

ta
ils

 a
nd

 
ev

al
ua

tin
g 

th
ei

r i
nf

lu
en

ce
 o

n 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l r

el
at

io
ns

. 
Sa

tis
fa

ct
or

y 
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
s 

sh
ow

 a
 g

oo
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 g
lo

ba
l 

po
lit

ic
s 

an
d 

m
aj

or
 

id
eo

lo
gi

es
, i

de
nt

ify
in

g 
so

m
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
, e

ve
nt

s,
 a

nd
 im

pa
ct

s 
w

ith
 p

ar
tia

l o
r 

sim
pl

e 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
. 

Ba
sic

 
 T

he
 r

es
po

ns
es

 s
ho

w
 a

 f
ai

r 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 g

lo
ba

l 
po

lit
ic

s 
an

d 
m

aj
or

 
id

eo
lo

gi
es

, 
id

en
tif

yi
ng

 f
ew

 f
ea

tu
re

s 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

sh
al

lo
w

 o
r 

in
co

m
pl

et
e 

ex
pl

an
at

io
ns

. 
El

em
en

ta
ry

 
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
s 

sh
ow

 a
 b

el
ow

-a
ve

ra
ge

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f g
lo

ba
l p

ol
iti

cs
 a

nd
 

m
aj

or
 

id
eo

lo
gi

es
, 

be
in

g 
m

os
tly

 
in

co
m

pl
et

e 
or

 
in

ac
cu

ra
te

 
w

ith
 

lit
tle

 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
or

 o
rg

an
isa

tio
n 

of
 k

ey
 fe

at
ur

es
. 
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