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Foreword 
The Ministry of Education and Sports, through the National Curriculum 
Development Centre (NCDC), presents these Assessment Guidelines as a 
practical tool for implementing the Advanced Secondary Curriculum (ASC). 
They are intended to translate the broad policy directions of the ASC 
Assessment Framework into clear, actionable practices for assessing learning 
in this subject at classroom, school, and national levels. 

The Literature in English Assessment Guidelines must be read and applied in 
close alignment with the ASC Assessment Framework. The Framework sets out 
the overarching principles, and architecture of assessment, while the 
Guidelines provide subject-specific applications. Using them in isolation risks 
disconnecting practice from policy; therefore, stakeholders are strongly 
encouraged to treat the two documents as complementary resources for a 
holistic understanding of the assessment system. 

The assessment guidelines are grounded in the principles of assessment for 
learning, assessment as learning, and assessment of learning. They offer 
detailed direction on evaluating learners’ acquisition of knowledge, skills, 
values, and attitudes. They provide strategies and standards to help teachers 
measure achievement of learning outcomes and integrate 21st century skills 
effectively within subject contexts. These Guidelines are designed to empower 
teachers to conduct meaningful assessments that foster learner growth while 
ensuring consistency, credibility, and fairness across the Advanced Secondary 
level. 

As Minister responsible for Education, I endorse these Assessment Guidelines 
as the official standard for assessing the Advanced Secondary Curriculum in 
Uganda. I call upon all educators to use them alongside the ASC Assessment 
Framework to promote excellence, relevance, and integrity in our education 
system. 

 

 

Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni   
First Lady and Minister of Education & Sports 
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  1.Introduction 
This assessment guidelines document has been developed as a companion to 
the Assessment Framework for Advanced Secondary Curriculum and should be 
read and applied in conjunction with it. The Framework provides the 
overarching principles, standards, and requirements for assessment across all 
subjects, while the guidelines contextualise those provisions to the specific 
demands and practices of Literature in English as a subject. 

The End of Cycle Assessment for Literature in English, will be guided by two 
assessment objectives. These objectives are drawn from two assessment 
constructs. The assessment items will be set at the level of the constructs. This 
enables learners to combine knowledge, skills, and values from different topics 
within each construct and apply them to address relevant societal challenges 
and problems. 

1.1 Assessment Objectives 
Assessment objectives for Literature in English focus on the learner’s ability to: 

AO1.    critique literary works; sample and prescribed texts, to evaluate how 
craft and context shape meaning. 

 AO2.  create original compositions of literary works that apply these elements 
(craft and context) to develop a unique authorial voice.  
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1.2 Linkage between Assessment Objectives, Constructs, and 
Syllabus 

The table below shows the linkage between assessment objectives, constructs, 
and topics in the syllabus that contribute to the constructs. 

Table 1 
Table showing the relationship between assessment objectives, constructs, and 
the topics in the syllabus 

Assessment 
Objective 

Construct Construct 
Description 

Topics in the 
Syllabus 

AO1: To 
critique 
literary works; 
sample and 
prescribed 
texts, to 
evaluate how 
craft and 
context shape 
meaning. 
 

Appreciation of 
literary works. 
 
 

Critiquing prose 
pieces, poems, 
drama texts, and 
novels to enhance 
language proficiency 
and for ethical 
edification and self-
sustenance 

 

1) Prose 
2) Poetry 
3) Drama 
4) The novel and 

the short story  

 AO2: To 
create original 
compositions 
of literary 
works that 
apply these 
elements 
(craft and 
context) to 
develop a 
unique 
authorial 
voice.  
 

Creation and 
production of 
original literary 
works  
 
 

Writing and 
producing prose 
pieces, a one-act 
drama text, and a 
short story to 
entertain, inform, 
and for ethical 
edification, self-
sustenance, and 
national 
development 

1) Prose 
2) Drama 
3) The Novel and 

the Short 
Story 
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 d
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w
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at
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 d
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e.

 
v)

 
sh

ow
 so

ci
al

 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y.
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 d
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w
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at
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 d
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s f
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3. Structure of Assessment 
Literature in English shall be assessed basing on two assessment objectives, 
which are derived from the two constructs as tabulated below.  

Construct  Assessment 
Objective  

Expected Outcome  

1) Appreciation 
of literary 
works. 

 
 

AO1.To critique 
literary works; 
sample and 
prescribed texts, to 
evaluate how craft 
and context shape 
meaning. 

 

Critiquing prose pieces, poems, 
drama texts, and novels in order 
to increase language proficiency 
and for ethical edification, self-
sustenance, and national 
development. 

 

2) Creation 
and 
production 
of original 
literary 
works.  

 
 

AO2. To create 
original 
compositions of 
literary works that 
apply these elements 
(craft and context) to 
develop a unique 
authorial voice. 
 

Writing a prose piece, a one-act 
drama script, or a short story in 
order to entertain, inform, and 
for ethical edification, self-
sustenance, and national 
development. 

 

Literature in English shall be assessed in two examination papers. The first 
construct will form paper one, while the second construct will form paper two.  
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3. Structure of Assessment 
Literature in English shall be assessed basing on two assessment objectives, 
which are derived from the two constructs as tabulated below.  

Construct  Assessment 
Objective  

Expected Outcome  

1) Appreciation 
of literary 
works. 

 
 

AO1.To critique 
literary works; 
sample and 
prescribed texts, to 
evaluate how craft 
and context shape 
meaning. 

 

Critiquing prose pieces, poems, 
drama texts, and novels in order 
to increase language proficiency 
and for ethical edification, self-
sustenance, and national 
development. 

 

2) Creation 
and 
production 
of original 
literary 
works.  

 
 

AO2. To create 
original 
compositions of 
literary works that 
apply these elements 
(craft and context) to 
develop a unique 
authorial voice. 
 

Writing a prose piece, a one-act 
drama script, or a short story in 
order to entertain, inform, and 
for ethical edification, self-
sustenance, and national 
development. 

 

Literature in English shall be assessed in two examination papers. The first 
construct will form paper one, while the second construct will form paper two.  

  

The paper structure is tabulated below: 

Paper  Title  Number of 
Sections  

Rubrics  

One  Critiquing 
Literary Works 

Two  i) The paper shall be answered 
in three hours. 

ii) Candidates shall answer 
three questions in all.  

iii) Section A is compulsory (set 
from either Prose or Poetry). 

iv) Section B has four scenario-
based essay items on the 
prescribed texts, from which 
candidates will answer only 
two items (one from drama 
and one from the Novel or 
Short Story). 

Two  Composition of 
Literary Works 

One  i) The paper will be attempted 
in three hours. 

ii) The paper will consist of 
three items from which the 
candidates will answer only 
one.  

iii) To avoid plagiarism, a 
theme/subject/title shall be 
provided to the candidates. 

iv) The length of the 
composition will be a 
minimum of 4-6 pages for 
drama and 1000-1500 words 
for prose pieces.   

v) The composition must be 
original.  
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Literature in English 

Paper I  
November 2026 
Time: 3 Hours  

 

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER 

LITERATURE IN ENGLISH  
Paper I  

3 Hours 

(Critiquing Literary Works) 

 

Instructions to candidates 

This paper consists of two sections - A and B. 
Answer three questions in all.  

Section A is compulsory. 
 

Section B has four scenario-based essay items from which you will answer only 
two items (one from Drama and one from the Novel or Short Story). 
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Literature in English 

Paper I  
November 2026 
Time: 3 Hours  

 

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER 

LITERATURE IN ENGLISH  
Paper I  

3 Hours 

(Critiquing Literary Works) 

 

Instructions to candidates 

This paper consists of two sections - A and B. 
Answer three questions in all.  

Section A is compulsory. 
 

Section B has four scenario-based essay items from which you will answer only 
two items (one from Drama and one from the Novel or Short Story). 

 

  

Section A 

1) Read the passage below and respond to the tasks that follow. 

It was a great funeral, such as befitted a man of his title. The whole clan was 
present, men, women, and children. They came from all the villages in Umuofia 
and even from the distant clans. Everybody was there to mourn Ezeudu, the 
oldest man in the village, and to honour his life. 

Guns were fired, drums beat, and the ekwe talked. It was a funeral rite of rare 
splendour. As night fell, the ancestral spirits of the clan were believed to be 
present, and the air grew thick with incantation and energy. The warriors 
danced with machetes and rifles, the air sharp with the smell of gunpowder and 
the tension of mourning. 

Okonkwo, among the greatest warriors of the clan, had brought out his gun to 
fire a salute in honour of the dead. He was not alone—others had brought guns 
as well. It was tradition to do so, a mark of respect to the departed. But what 
happened next no one had foreseen. 

Amid the tumult and the frenzied energy of the dances and cries, Okonkwo fired 
his gun. There was a great explosion, louder than usual. Suddenly, there was a 
cry. A boy lay on the ground, limp, blood gathering beneath him. A piercing wail 
followed—the kind that silences a crowd instantly. Okonkwo’s heart stopped. 

He had killed a clansman. 

The boy was Ezeudu’s son—his only surviving son, the last branch of his lineage. 
The bullet had shattered the boy’s ribs and passed out through his back. 
Okonkwo’s gun had exploded, and a piece of iron from it had pierced the boy’s 
heart. It was a tragic accident, but the Earth goddess does not recognise 
accident. It was a female crime, a crime of inadvertence. 

Still, a man had been killed. 
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The elders consulted swiftly, for the clan’s laws were known to all: the killer of 
a clansman must flee the land for seven years. He must cleanse the land, 
appease the gods. To fail to do so would anger the Earth goddess and bring 
calamity upon the people. 

Okonkwo’s household was thrown into chaos. His wives and children wailed as 
the men of Umuofia entered his compound. They were not angry. They were 
solemn, grave. They brought down his houses, killed his animals, and 
destroyed his barns, as was the custom. It was a ritual of purification. His 
property was to be wiped out, a sign that his presence had polluted the earth. 

Okonkwo gathered his family. His uncle Uchendu, from his mother’s land in 
Mbanta, would take him in. With what little they could carry, they left before 
the next morning. Okonkwo did not look back. His heart was heavy with grief—
not only for the boy who had died, but for himself. He had committed the 
greatest mistake of his life, and now the gods demanded a price. 
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The elders consulted swiftly, for the clan’s laws were known to all: the killer of 
a clansman must flee the land for seven years. He must cleanse the land, 
appease the gods. To fail to do so would anger the Earth goddess and bring 
calamity upon the people. 

Okonkwo’s household was thrown into chaos. His wives and children wailed as 
the men of Umuofia entered his compound. They were not angry. They were 
solemn, grave. They brought down his houses, killed his animals, and 
destroyed his barns, as was the custom. It was a ritual of purification. His 
property was to be wiped out, a sign that his presence had polluted the earth. 

Okonkwo gathered his family. His uncle Uchendu, from his mother’s land in 
Mbanta, would take him in. With what little they could carry, they left before 
the next morning. Okonkwo did not look back. His heart was heavy with grief—
not only for the boy who had died, but for himself. He had committed the 
greatest mistake of his life, and now the gods demanded a price. 

  

Tasks. 

a) Following what Okonkwo has done, the people of Umuofia carry out a 
cleansing ceremony in line with their set traditions and customs. 
Considering Umuofia's justice system, share your opinion on the 
punishment given to Okonkwo in relation to today’s society. 

b) Closely referring to the passage, analyse how the writer creates mood and 
atmosphere during Ezeudu’s funeral. 

SECTION B 

2) Either 
In day-to-day life, we learn a lot from the relationships we develop with the 
people around us. In the books we read, we meet characters who interact 
with each other and build relationships. Some character relationships 
promote cooperation, while others become a cause of disagreement in our 
societies. These relationships teach us a lot about human nature, life and 
society.  
Referring to any drama text you have studied, discuss the lessons you draw 
from the above element.  

Or  

3) Some writers of drama, whose works you have studied, strongly suggest 
that some human beings suffer or fall partly because of their own character 
weaknesses, and sometimes because of fate or supernatural forces.  

Choose a protagonist from any of the drama texts you have studied and 
discuss how they are affected by any of the forces above. 

Either 

4) While reading a novel, your friend is struck by how flashbacks and the 
narrative voice are used to uncover painful memories and reveal the 
protagonist’s behaviour. He realises that without these narrative tools, he 
would have misjudged the character, and possibly failed to effectively 
understand the novel. 
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Based on your friend’s insight, examine how the highlighted narrative tools 
are used to shape the reader’s understanding of character portrayal in any 
set novel you have studied. 

 Or  

5) Your friend visits the national park over the weekend. When she returns, 
everyone is eager to hear about her experiences. She is a very good 
storyteller, and as such, she effectively plots her events and magically 
captures and sustains the listeners’ interest. The listeners are virtually able 
to travel with her right to the end.  

 
The storytelling aspect above is what captures her friends’ interest. In 
reference to any of the set novels studied, examine the impact of the above 
aspect on your understanding of the novel. 

END 
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Based on your friend’s insight, examine how the highlighted narrative tools 
are used to shape the reader’s understanding of character portrayal in any 
set novel you have studied. 

 Or  

5) Your friend visits the national park over the weekend. When she returns, 
everyone is eager to hear about her experiences. She is a very good 
storyteller, and as such, she effectively plots her events and magically 
captures and sustains the listeners’ interest. The listeners are virtually able 
to travel with her right to the end.  

 
The storytelling aspect above is what captures her friends’ interest. In 
reference to any of the set novels studied, examine the impact of the above 
aspect on your understanding of the novel. 

END 
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3 Hours 
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Instructions to candidates 

This paper consists of three items.  

Answer only one item.  

Your composition must be original.  
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In our society today, the corruption vice is deeply widespread; yet surprisingly, 
very few people seem to be concerned! The few who have stood up against it 
have been met with the strongest resistance.  Recently, there was a serious 
confrontation between some youth councillors and the district speaker over 
the diversion of the district funds for personal gain. In order to show how 
deeply entrenched the corruption vice is and how it can be addressed, The Real-
Life Travelling Theatre has made a call for the youth drama clubs to present on 
the theme “Truth and Power” to create awareness.  In response to the call, your 
school drama club has decided to write a one-act play to be staged before the 
school assembly.  

Write the above-described act depicting a key moment of confrontation over the 
above vice.   

1) During a community career fair, a local publisher shares how short stories 
that reflect contemporary experiences have a chance of being published in 
national magazines. Inspired by the talk, a Senior Six student decides to 
write a story about the academic and social struggles of a teenage learner 
who changes from an urban to a rural school. 

Assume the role of the learner described above who has been inspired by 
the talk. Write a short story reflecting this inspiration. (Use 1000-1500 
words) 

2) The Ministry of Education and Sports has organised a country-wide essay 
writing competition for Advanced Level learners, on the theme: “The case 
for a national language in Uganda.” The winners will be given a wide range 
of prize awards and a tour of the country. 

You wish to participate in this essay writing competition. Use 1000-1500 
words to write the essay.    

                                                                 END. 
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In our society today, the corruption vice is deeply widespread; yet surprisingly, 
very few people seem to be concerned! The few who have stood up against it 
have been met with the strongest resistance.  Recently, there was a serious 
confrontation between some youth councillors and the district speaker over 
the diversion of the district funds for personal gain. In order to show how 
deeply entrenched the corruption vice is and how it can be addressed, The Real-
Life Travelling Theatre has made a call for the youth drama clubs to present on 
the theme “Truth and Power” to create awareness.  In response to the call, your 
school drama club has decided to write a one-act play to be staged before the 
school assembly.  

Write the above-described act depicting a key moment of confrontation over the 
above vice.   

1) During a community career fair, a local publisher shares how short stories 
that reflect contemporary experiences have a chance of being published in 
national magazines. Inspired by the talk, a Senior Six student decides to 
write a story about the academic and social struggles of a teenage learner 
who changes from an urban to a rural school. 

Assume the role of the learner described above who has been inspired by 
the talk. Write a short story reflecting this inspiration. (Use 1000-1500 
words) 

2) The Ministry of Education and Sports has organised a country-wide essay 
writing competition for Advanced Level learners, on the theme: “The case 
for a national language in Uganda.” The winners will be given a wide range 
of prize awards and a tour of the country. 

You wish to participate in this essay writing competition. Use 1000-1500 
words to write the essay.    

                                                                 END. 
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5. Performance Level Descriptors  
Construct Performance 

Level  
          Descriptors 

1) Appreciation 
of literary 
works. 

 
 
 

Exceptional 
 

Demonstrates an in-depth, original, and 
analytical understanding of the prescribed 
literary texts, with meaningful connections 
to human experience and respect for 
diverse literary traditions and cultures. 

Outstanding 
 

Demonstrates a clear and accurate 
understanding of the prescribed literary 
texts with supported interpretations, 
linked to real-life experience, and respect 
for literary diversity and cultures. 

Satisfactory 
 

Demonstrates a general understanding of 
the prescribed literary texts with fair 
interpretations, occasionally linked to 
real-life experiences, and 
acknowledgment of diverse perspectives. 

Basic 
 

Demonstrates a limited understanding of 
the prescribed literary texts with some 
inaccurate interpretations, rarely linked 
to real-life experiences, and little 
appreciation of literary diversity and 
cultures. 

Elementary 
 

Demonstrates little or no understanding of 
the prescribed literary texts, frequent 
misinterpretations, hardly any links to 
real-life experiences, and no awareness of 
literature’s value to society.  
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5. Performance Level Descriptors  
Construct Performance 

Level  
          Descriptors 

1) Appreciation 
of literary 
works. 

 
 
 

Exceptional 
 

Demonstrates an in-depth, original, and 
analytical understanding of the prescribed 
literary texts, with meaningful connections 
to human experience and respect for 
diverse literary traditions and cultures. 

Outstanding 
 

Demonstrates a clear and accurate 
understanding of the prescribed literary 
texts with supported interpretations, 
linked to real-life experience, and respect 
for literary diversity and cultures. 

Satisfactory 
 

Demonstrates a general understanding of 
the prescribed literary texts with fair 
interpretations, occasionally linked to 
real-life experiences, and 
acknowledgment of diverse perspectives. 

Basic 
 

Demonstrates a limited understanding of 
the prescribed literary texts with some 
inaccurate interpretations, rarely linked 
to real-life experiences, and little 
appreciation of literary diversity and 
cultures. 

Elementary 
 

Demonstrates little or no understanding of 
the prescribed literary texts, frequent 
misinterpretations, hardly any links to 
real-life experiences, and no awareness of 
literature’s value to society.  

2) Creation 
and 
Production 
of original 
literary 
works  

 
 

Exceptional 
 

Produces a very highly admirable, 
coherent and original literary text/piece 
with the most accurate structure/plot, 
relatable characters, thematic depth, 
emotional impact, and excellent 
techniques. 

Outstanding 
 

Produces an admirable, coherent, 
logical, and original literary text/piece 
with an accurate structure/plot, 
relatable characters, thematic 
depth/argument, and a clear emotional 
resonance and balanced techniques. 

Satisfactory 
 

Produces a generally coherent and 
original literary text/piece with a clear 
structure/plot, but limited in thematic 
depth/argument, character 
development, techniques, or emotional 
impact.  

Basic 
 

Produces a poorly structured literary 
text/piece, with shallow character and 
thematic development, limited 
coherence, and inconsistent 
effectiveness of the technique or 
emotional impact.  

Elementary 
 

Produces a very poorly structured/ 
incomplete/no literary text/piece, with 
the most inadequate/no attention given 
to characterisation, theme, techniques, 
or emotional impact. 
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