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1.Introduction

The end-of-cycle assessment for Islamic Religious Education for the Advanced
Secondary Curriculum will be guided by assessment objectives based on the
constructs. A construct is an abstract representation of a unifying theme that
brings coherence to an assessment task. It serves as a generalized concept that
combines a cluster of related learning outcomes or competencies—each
contributing to a common learning ability. Acquisition of learning outcomes/
competencies in a construct enables the learner to demonstrate mastery in a
way that supports real-life functionality and application.

1.1 Assessment Objectives

The end of Cycle assessment for Islamic Religious Studies will be guided by
two assessment objectives focusing on the learner’s ability to:

AO1: demonstrate an appreciation for the nature of divine revelation and the
prescribed acts of worship as guided by the Qur'an and Hadith and apply this
understanding to achieve spiritual guidance and personal growth in Islam.

A02: demonstrate an understanding of the sources, principles, and processes
of Islamic law while analysing how this guide ethical decision-making, and
apply them to contemporary issues to promote justice, accountability, and
moral integrity in daily life.

AO3: analyse Islamic teachings on social relations, evaluating their significance
for promoting justice, compassion, peaceful coexistence, and apply these
principles to address real-life social issues in addition to building harmonious
communities.

AO4: analyse the principles of responsible leadership and governance in Islam,
evaluating their relevance to contemporary contexts, and apply these
teachings to demonstrate ethical, just, and accountable leadership in daily life.

AOS5: analyse the key contributions of Islamic civilisation, evaluating their
impact on global heritage and contemporary society, and apply this
understanding to draw lessons that inspire innovation, cultural appreciation,
and responsible citizenship today.
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1.2 Linkage Between Assessment Objectives, Constructs and

Syllabus

The table below shows a linkage between the assessment objectives, the

constructs and the topics that contribute to the construct.

Table 1: Table showing relationship between assessment objectives,

constructs and the topics in the syllabus

Assessment
Objective

AO1: Demonstrate an
appreciation of the
nature of divine
revelation and the
prescribed acts of
worship as guided by
the Qur’an and
Hadith, and applying
this understanding
for spiritual guidance
and personal growth
inIslam.

AO2: Demonstrate an
understanding of the
sources, principles,
and processes of
Islamic law while
analysing how these
guide ethical

Construct

Divine
revelation
and worship
as guided by
the Qur’an
and Hadith.

Islamic law
and ethical
decision-
making.

Construct
Description

Appreciating
the nature of
divine
revelation and
worship as
guided by the
Qur'an and
Hadith for
spiritual
guidancein
Islam

Appreciating
Islamic Law
and Ethical
Decision-
Making

Topics in the
Syllabus

1)

The
Revelation of
the Qur’an
The
Preservation
of the Holy
Qur’an
Spiritual
Teachings of
the Qur’an
Selected
Surahs from
the Holy
Qur’an

Collection of
Hadith
Compilation
of Hadith
Evaluation of
Hadith
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decision-making, and
apply them to
contemporary issues
to promote justice,
accountability, and
moral integrity in
daily life.

AO03: Analyse Islamic
teachings on social
relations, evaluating
their significance for
promoting justice,
compassion, and
peaceful coexistence,
and apply these
principles to address
real-life social issues
and build
harmonious
communities.

Islamic
teachings on
social
relations in
daily life.

Appreciating
Islamic
teachings on
social
relations and
their
applicationin
daily life.

Classification
of Hadith
Islamic Law
(Sharia)

The
Development
of Islamic Law
(Sharia)
Classification
of Legal Acts
inIslam
Fundamental
Teachings of
Islamic Law
(Sharia)
Challenges to
the
Application of
Sharia in the
Contemporary
World

Social
teachings
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AO4: Analyse the
principles of
responsible
leadership and
governance in Islam,
evaluating their
relevance to
contemporary
contexts, and apply
these teachings to
demonstrate ethical,
just, and accountable
leadership in daily
life.

AOS5: Analyse the key
contributions of
Islamic civilisation,
evaluating their
impact on global
heritage and
contemporary
society, and apply
this understanding to
draw lessons that
inspire innovation,
cultural appreciation,
and responsible
citizenship today.

Leadership
and
governance in
line with
Islamic
teachings.

Islamic
civilisation
and its
contemporary
contributions.

Demonstrating 1) Islamic

responsible
leadership and
governance
based on
Islamic
teachings

Appreciating
Islamic
civilisation
and its
contributions
in the
contemporary
world

2)

Teachings on
Political Life
The Life of
Prophet
Muhammad
(PBUH) AD
570-632
Orthodox
Caliphate (AD
632-660)

Muslim
Dynasties (AD
661-1258)
The Spread of
Islam in the
Interior of
East Africa
(Uganda)
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3.Structure of the Assessment Papers

Islamic Religious Education shall be assessed throughtwo examination
papers, namely Paper One and Paper Two.

Paper One

Paper 1 will have two sections, A and B. Section A will comprise of two
compulsory items, drawn from Constructs 1 and 2. Section B will have two
optional items, drawn from Construct 3. A candidate is required to respond to
one Item from Section B.

Allitems in the paper will be scenario-based, and the entire examination will
take 3 hours.

The duration of the paper shall be three (3) hours, and all items shall carry
equal marks.

Paper Two

Paper 2 will have two sections, A and B. The items in Section A will be drawn
from construct 4, while the items in Section B will be drawn from construct 5.
Sections A and B will comprise optional items. A candidate is required to
respond to one item from each Section.

All items in the paper will be scenario-based, and the entire examination will
take 2 hours.
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Islamic Religious Education
Paper |
November 2025

Time: 3 hours

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER

ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Paper|

3 Hours

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

=

This assessment paper consists of two sections, Section A and Section B.

N

Section A contains two (2) compulsory items.

w

Section B contains two (2) optional items.

D

You are required to attempt one (1) in Section B only.
All items carry equal marks.
Any additional item(s) attempted beyond the required three (3) items shall

Ul

)
)
)
)
)
)

N

not be marked.
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Section A
ITEM 1:

Ahmad ayoungMuslim livingin arural Ugandan community, has grown up with
little awareness to the teachings of Islam. Although he is a Muslim, he practices
traditional beliefs and lacks understanding of the teachings of Qur'an and
Hadith and how they guide spirituality and personal relationship with Allah.

Despite regular efforts by the local Imam to educate him while quoting verses
like “Say He is Allah the one and only, Allah the eternal, the absolute, He
begets not nor is He begotten and there is none like unto Him. (Surat Ikhlas
112) Ahmad remains Negative. He treats the Qur’an with disrespect, sometimes
storing it carelessly or even tearing out pages without realising its Holiness and
originality as a divine revelation.

He also doubts its teachings about the next world and how it influences one’s
daily life. His community worries that without proper awareness of the
divineness of Qur’an, Ahmad risks going astray, getting lost further from the
path of righteousness.

Task

Analyse teachings from the Qur’an and Hadith to guide and create awareness
to Ahmad on the issues in the scenario.

ITEM 2:
Either

Following the sudden death of Mustapha, his estate was left unadministered
and his wife and children expected rightful shares. However, the distribution
process was taken over by family elders, who allocated the wealth exclusively
to Mustapha’s brothers with their justifications. They claimed that the wife had
been verbally divorced the night before Mustapha’s death due to alleged
arrogance one of the sons was born to a wife from another tribe thereby
dismissing him for not being their pure kin and the daughters were completely
excluded on the basis of their gender.
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The Muslim judge (Qadhi) intervened, to address the legal and ethical
violations. He cited Qur’an 4:7, affirming that “For men is a share of what the
parents and close relatives leave, and for women is a share... be it little or much
an obligatory share.” he also reminded them of the prophet’s rebuke to a man
who made a casual pronouncement of divorce: “Are you playing with the book
of Allah while | am among you?” (Musnad Ahmad).

the Qadh’s reminders were however not listened to which has led to a deep
family conflict and a community wide debate over the subject matter

Task

Analyse the Islamic teachings that can guide the parties in the above scenario
Section B

ITEM3

Either

In the busy city of Mbale, Mariam, a respected Muslim businesswoman,
manages a successful wholesale food supply company. Recently, she signed a
profitable contract to deliver grain to a government relief programme aimed at
supporting vulnerable communities during a prolonged drought.

A week before the delivery, her supplier informed her of a chance to make extra
profit by selling the high-quality grain to a foreign buyer willing to pay double
the agreed price. The supplier suggested replacing the relief programme’s
order with cheaper, lower-grade grain, assuring Mariam that “no one would
notice” and that it was “just business.”

At the same time, Mariam faced mounting personal expenses: her father
needed urgent surgery abroad, her company vehicle had broken down, and she
was struggling to pay her employees on time. Friends and colleagues advised
her to take the deal, citing her financial pressures and the fact that “others in
the industry do worse than she was yet to do.”

Mariam recalled the Qur’anic injunction, “And establish weight in justice and do
not make deficient the balance” (Qur’an 55:9), and the Prophet’s (PBUH)
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warning that “He who cheats us is not of us” (Sahih Muslim). However, she also
felt the urgent responsibility to take care for her father and her employees.

The decision she makes will not only affect her livelihood, but also her
reputation, faith, and the well-being of hundreds of families depending on the
relief aid.

Task
Assess Mariam’s situation by applying principles of Islamic Law and Ethics.
Or

Abdu was suspected of stealing from another villager. The matter was brought
before the Muslim Judge (Qadhi)’s court by community members. The Muslim
Judge (Qadhi) allowed the members to share their opinions before Abdu could
respond. The Muslim elders cited Qur’an, Surat Al-Maidah 5:38: “As for the thief,
male or female, cut off their hands; a punishment by way of example from Allah
for their crime. And Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise.” They insisted that the
punishment should be applied.

However, the youth requested thorough investigations into the incident,
questioning how the elders had reached such a conclusion. Secular leaders and
non-Muslims opposed any implementation of Sharia in this case, citing its
many sources and describing it as outdated and unjust. They instead
supported their constitution, which prescribes imprisonment and forgiveness,
even for those who commit grave sins. They also pointed out a loophole in
which individuals with wealth or ties to influential families could evade the law.

This position was rejected by the Muslim elders, who referred to a hadith of the
Prophet (PBUH): “By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad, were to
steal, | would cut off her hand.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 6788; Sahih Muslim 1688)

Task

Critically evaluate Abdu’s theft case to provide guidance to the community in
upholding justice, fairness, and ethical integrity.

END
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Islamic Religious Education
Paper i

November 2025

Time: 2 hours

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER

ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Paper i

2 Hours

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

This examination paper consists of two sections; A and B.
Respond to Two items in All, taking One from each section.
Any additional item(s) responded to will not be scored.

All responses must be written in the booklet(s) provided.

Start each Item on a fresh page.
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Section A

Either
ITEM1

Kanyogoga, a rural Muslim village, has been experiencing a leadership crisis.
Thevillage chairperson and council members have been accused of corruption,
favouritism, and misuse of communal resources meant for improving the
mosque, school, and water system. Disputes between different clan leaders
have divided the community, leading to neglect of the poor and marginalised
families.

The leaders often make independent decisions without consulting the
community, fuelling mistrust and hatred. Elders who try to speak out are
ignored, and young people are increasingly cut off from community
programmes.

Some residents recall how Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the Orthodox
Caliphs led the Muslim community while ensuring that no group was excluded.
Others believe that principles from Islamic teachings could guide the village.

Task

Analyse the Islamic teachings on leadership that can address the situation in
Kanyogoga Village.

Or
ITEM 2

The Students’ Leadership Forum hasinvited a delegation of young leaders from
Uganda to a continental summit on Responsible Leadership and Ethical
International Relations. Among the Ugandan representatives is Aisha, a final-
year A-level Islamic Religious Education student known for her critical thinking
and community activism.

During the summit’s preparatory workshops, participants review historical
leadership models, including Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) governance in
Madinah, the Orthodox Caliphs’ administrative and consultative systems, and
their approaches to justice, accountability, and citizen-government relations.
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Special attention is given to the Prophet’s administrative skills and
management model in addressing the current leadership difficulties in Uganda
and the East African region.

Task

Evaluate the administrative skills and management model in the scenario and
how they can address the current leadership and diplomatic challenges in
Uganda and East Africa.

Section B
ITEM 1

Masagazi Tourism Institution is in the process of establishing a prestigious
National Heritage Centre in Jinja to showcase the historical transformations
that have shaped human civilisation. As part of the preparations, they invited
various dignitaries, including Muslim scholars, to contribute to the vision and
content of the Centre.

During one of the presentations, the focus was heavily placed on European
contributions to global civilisation, with minimal or no mention of the rich
intellectual, political, and cultural legacies of historical cities such as Baghdad,
Damascus, and Cairo. This omission sparked controversy among the attending
Muslim scholars. They argued that these cities were not only centres of
innovation, governance, and cultural advancement, but also played a central
role in influencing global progress.

The scholars stressed that omitting such civilisations from the narrative
undermines the authenticity and inclusivity of the heritage project. They
insisted that integrating the achievements of these cities into the Centre’s
exhibitions would provide a more accurate, diverse, and inspiring portrayal of
civilisation’s history—one that future generations could learn from to address
contemporary challenges.
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Task
Analyse the ways in which civilisation in the cities reflected in the scenario
above can be utilised to improve the situation in all aspects of life today.

Or
ITEM 2

Nasser, has been invited to participate in the Muslim Heritage Week symposium
aimed at reviving the contribution of Islamic civilisation in Uganda and its
transformative legacies of Islamic history.

The programme examines the intellectual, cultural, and governance
achievements of the classical middle east and the North African civilisation, as
well as the pivotal central role of Kabaka Muteesa | in introducing and
promoting Islam in Uganda. Sessions highlight how they have influenced
Uganda’s transformation.

Nasser’s role in this symposium is to present a policy-oriented youth strategy
that not only celebrates these civilisations’ achievements, but also proposes
actionable ways to_include their principles into contemporary community
development.

SUPPORT: Symposium is a formal meeting of sharing knowledge and
insights by experts.

Task

Analyse the key issues that should be included in the presentation to support
the contribution of the civilization talked about and their significance to
contemporary development.

END

88
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4.Final Islamic Religious Education Subject Grading

Islamic Religious Education (IRE) learning outcomes and competencies have

been amalgamated to form IRE Analysis. The candidates’ overall performance

per construct will be identified and recognised using five letter grades from A

to Ein a descending order and are meant to differentiate achievement levels

as follows;

SUBJECT: Islamic Religious Education (IRE)

Construct
Level

Appreciates the Excellent
nature of divine

revelation and

worship as guided

by the Qur’an and

Hadith for spiritual

guidancein Islam

Outstanding

Performance Descriptor

Excellently demonstrates profound
appreciation and understanding of
the nature of divine revelation as
the foundation of Islamic faith and
worship. Clearly explains the nature
of the Qur’an, Hadith and Islamic
historical facts. Guides all aspects of
spiritual life, and consistently
applies these teachings in personal
reflection and practice.

Satisfactorily shows strong
appreciation and understanding of
the nature of divine revelation as
the foundation of Islamic faith and
worship. Explains the nature of the
Qur’an and how the Qur’an and
Hadith guide most aspects of
spiritual life and demonstrates
consistent respect and application
in daily conduct.
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Satisfactory = Moderately demonstrates a good
understanding and respect of the
nature of divine revelation as the
foundation of Islamic faith and
worship. Correctly uses selected
Qur’anic verses or Hadith to support
explanations while showing a
respectful attitude towards the
nature of the Qur’an and spiritual
teachings though with reasonable
personal application.

Basic Fairly demonstrates a basic
awareness of Islamic spiritual
teachings and the nature of divine
revelation as the foundation of
Islamic faith and worship, but
struggles to explain them. Shows
minimal evidence, limited
interpretation or misapply examples
of personal reflection or spiritual
appreciation guided by Qur’an and
Hadith.

Elementary Minimally exhibits an understanding
of the nature of the Qur’an and
Islamic Spiritual teachings and its
guidance in worship. Can recall
some facts or verses, but
demonstrates weak comprehension
or inconsistent connection to the
nature of the Qur’an and Islamic
Spiritual teachings. Displays limited
or no spiritual insight or personal
application.
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Appreciates Islamic
teachings on social
relations and their

application in daily
life

Excellent

Outstanding

Satisfactory

Excellently demonstrates a
comprehensive appreciation and
application of Islamic teachings on
social relations for respect, justice,
cooperation, compassion, and
equality. Consistently applies these
teachings in daily interactions,
promotes harmony, and provides
insightful examples from the Qur’an,
Hadith and Islamic historical facts.

Satisfactorily demonstrates a strong
appreciation and regular
application of Islamic teachings on
social relations for respect, justice,
cooperation, compassion, and
equality. Clearly explains key Islamic
values guiding social relations and
regularly applies them. Cites
relevant Qur’anic verses, Hadith or
facts from Islamic history and
demonstrates a strong
interpersonal behaviour based on
Islamic ethics.

Moderately shows a good
understanding and occasional
application of Islamic principles of
social relations and occasionally
applies them in daily interactions.
Shows respect and cooperation
with reasonable evidence from
Qur’anic verses, Hadith or facts
from Islamic history for deeper
reflection or consistent practice.




ADVANCED SECONDARY CURRICULUM

Basic

Elementary

Islamic Law and Excellent
Ethical Decision-

Making

Fairly generates and demonstrates
a basic and inconsistent application
of Islamic teachings on social
relations and struggles to connect
them to daily life. Sometimes
exhibits positive behaviour, but
often lacks consistency or clear
awareness of Islamic guidance from
Qur’anic verses, Hadith or facts

from Islamic history.

Minimally generates and exhibits no
appreciation and application of
Islamic  teachings on  social
relations. Rarely applies Islamic
values in interactions and is unable
to relate Qur’anic verses, Hadith or
facts-based

Islamic historical

principles to everyday life.

The learner demonstrates
comprehensive understanding of
Islamic Law, insightful ethical
reasoning, profound mastery of the
sources, principles, and objectives
of Islamic Law (Shariah). Critically
analyses complex moral issues and
makes sound ethical decisions
guided by Qur’an, Hadith, ljma and
Qiyas in real-life contexts with
depth and balance.
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Outstanding

Satisfactory

Basic

The learner shows a strong
appreciation and regular
application of the major sources
and principles of Islamic Law and
applies them effectively to moral
situations. Shows good ethical
reasoning based on Qur’an, Hadith
and Islamic historical facts with
occasional reference to scholarly
interpretations. Demonstrates
consistent moral judgment and
fairness.

The learner shows a good
understanding and moderate
ethical reasoning on the basic
principles and sources of Islamic
Law and can apply them to
common moral issues with some
accuracy. Demonstrates
reasonable ethical judgment
though occasionally lacks depth or
confidence in applying principles to
complex cases.

The learner demonstrates a basic
and inconsistent understanding
and reasoning about Islamic legal
and ethical concepts. Can recall
sources of the law, but struggles to
connect them to moral decision-
making. Ethical reasoning is
inconsistent, often relying on
personal opinion rather than
Islamic principles.




ADVANCED SECONDARY CURRICULUM

Demonstrates
responsible
leadership and
governance based
on Islamic teachings

Elementary

Excellent

Outstanding

The learner exhibits minimal or no
appreciation and application of
Islamic law or ethics. The learner
shows little awareness of the
foundations or principles of Islamic
Law and is unable to apply Qur’anic
or Hadith guidance to ethical
issues. Moral reasoning is weak,
uninformed, or inconsistent with
Islamic values.

The learner demonstrates
responsible and visionary
leadership guided by Qur’an,
hadith and Islamic religious facts.
Shows a comprehensive and deep
understanding of Islamic principles
of leadership and governance such
as justice (adl), consultation
(shura), accountability (amanah),
and service to others (Khidmah);
while demonstrating strong moral,
integrity, empathy, and fairness in
decision-making.

The learner shows strong
appreciation and regular
application of Islamic leadership
principles and applies them
effectively in their leadership roles.
Occasionally provides Qur’anic or
Hadith-based justification for
leadership choices.
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Satisfactory

Basic

Elementary

The learner shows a good
understanding and reasonable
application of Islamic leadership
principles and responsibility. The
learner understands good qualities
of Islamic leadership and
governance and tries to apply them
in group settings. Occasionally
shows fairness and respect with
minimal consistency or depth in
applying Qur’anic or Islamic
historical facts or Prophetic
guidance to leadership challenges.

The learner demonstrates a basic
understanding and inconsistent
reasoning about Islamic leadership
principles and values, but struggles
to apply them. Leadership
behaviour is sometimes influenced
by personal interest or emotion
rather than Islamic ethical
principles based on Qur’an, Hadith
or Islamic historical facts.

The learner exhibits minimal or no
understanding or demonstration of
Islamic leadership principles. The
learner shows minimal awareness
of Islamic teachings on leadership
and governance. Fails to apply
justice, responsibility, or
accountability in leadership
situations, and demonstrates weak
moral or ethical commitment.
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Appreciates Islamic Excellent
civilisation and its

contributions in the

contemporary world

Outstanding

Satisfactory

The learner demonstrates deep
appreciation and insightful analysis
of Islamic civilization and its vast
contributions to knowledge,
science, art, and moral values.
Analyses their influence on the
modern world with critical insight,
and connects them to
contemporary challenges and
solutions. Shows pride and respect
for Islamic heritage, while
promoting intercultural
understanding.

The learner shows strong
appreciation, clear understanding
and meaningful appreciation of key
aspects of Islamic civilization such
as; scholarship, governance,
architecture, trade, and education,
then relates them to current global
development. Demonstrates
respect and pride in the
achievements of Muslim scholars
and societies in the contemporary
world.

Shows good understanding and
appreciation of the major
contributions of Islamic civilization
(e.g., in science, medicine, or law)
and recognizes their importance to
human development. Shows
positive attitude toward Islamic
heritage with reasonable
explanation of its contemporary
relevance.
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Basic

Elementary

The learner demonstrates limited
understanding and superficial
appreciation or fragmented
understanding of Islamic
civilization and struggles to link its
achievements to the modern world.
Appreciation is minimal, often
limited to memorized facts without
reflection on their significance.

The learner shows little or no
understanding of Islamic
civilization or its contributions to
global progress. Fails to connect
Islamic history to contemporary
contexts and demonstrates weak
or no appreciation of its value in
today’s world.
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