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1. Introduction

This assessment guidelines document has been developed as a companion to
the Assessment Framework for Advanced Secondary Curriculum and should be
read and applied in conjunction with it. The Framework provides the
overarching principles, standards, and requirements for assessment across all
subjects, while this guideline contextualises those provisions to the specific
demands and practices of Arabic language as a subject.

The assessment of Arabic Language will be guided by four assessment
objectives drawn from the four assessment constructs. The assessment of
items will be set at the level of the construct, allowing learners to integrate
knowledge, skills, and values drawn from the topics within a construct to
address a societal challenge or problem. The end-of-cycle assessment of Arabic
language will be administered by the Uganda National Examinations Board
(UNEB). Assessment of Arabic language at the school level will be formative and
summative.

1.1 Assessment Objective

The end of Cycle assessment for Arabic language will be guided by two
assessment objectives focusing on the learner’s ability to:

AO1: Write clear and purposeful texts which are both creative and functional.
Engage with content in the target language (Arabic) using precise grammar,
Morphology context-appropriate vocabulary, and well-structured ideas.
Respond with sensitivity to tone, style, and cultural nuances. Summarize or
translate information effectively for diverse audiences, promoting
understanding and harmony across communities.

AO2: Demonstrate effective listening and speaking skills by responding
thoughtfully to spoken language, communicating clearly in everyday
interactions, and applying intercultural awareness and mediation strategies to
foster understanding and collaboratively solve real-world community
challenges.
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1.2 Linkage Between Assessment Objectives,

Constructs and Syllabus
The table below shows a linkage between the assessment objectives, the

constructs and the topics that contribute to the construct.

Table 1:

Table showing relationship between assessment objectives, constructs and the

topics in the syllabus

Assessment Construct
objectives

AOl1 & Effective

AO2 communication

Construct
Description
Exchanging
information
and clearly
expressing
ideasin the
target
language
through oral
and written
means, using
culturally and
socially
relevant
language to
facilitate
meaningful
interactions
and mutual

understanding.

Aligned Topics

i) Grammar (s~3) all
phases

ii) Morphology (<-=l')
all phases

iii) Comprehension
(Aliaall) all phases

iv) Composition (sLi3y1)

v) Arabic
(ol )

a) Introduction to

Literature

Arabic Literature
Gl e daai)
(2
b) Prose (L) all eras
c) Poetry (L&) all
eras
d) The play (A _all)
e) The Novel (s
vi) Summary (u=xlill)

vii) Translation (4 sl!)
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3. Structure of the assessment Papers

Arabic language at Advanced Secondary will be assessed in two papers.
Paper, one has three sections A, B and C assessing reading, translation and
writing, basing on AO1 where 5 items are set. Each candidate will respond to
one item from each section. This paper will be scenario based taking 2 hours
and 30 minutes

Paper two has two papers: paper 2 A assessing listening, and paper 2B
assessing speaking. Both sections are assessed basing on AO2 where five items
are set. Paper 2 A will have one compulsory item which will take 1 hour, and
paper 2 B will have two parts monologue and dialogue. A learner will choose 2
items one from each part. This will take 40minutes. This paper will be scenario
based taking one hour
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Arabic Language

Paper | (Reading and Writing)
November 2025

Time: 2'2 hours

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER

ARABIC LANGUAGE

Paper1
(READING AND WRITING)

22 Hours

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

This examination paper consists of 4 items. It has three sections: A, B and C
Respond to three items in all.

Section A consists of One compulsory item. (Listening and reading)

Section B has One item compulsory item (translation)

Section € has Two items. You must attempt one item. (Writing)
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3.1.1 Fighting Ignorance

Ilgnorance means not knowing something. It can be dangerous because people
may believe wrong things or make bad choices. Fightingignorance isimportant
for a better world.

We fight ignorance by learning. Reading books, asking questions, and talking
to others helps us understand more. School is a good place to start. Teachers
help us learn about science, history, and other subjects. But learning does not
stop at school. We can learn every day.

Sometimes, people are afraid to ask questions. They think others will laugh at
them. But asking questions is smart. It shows you want to learn. No one knows
everything, and that is okay.

Talking to different people also helps. People from other countries or cultures
can teach us new ideas. When we listen, we grow. We become kinder and wiser.

The internet is a good tool, but we must be careful. Not everything online is
true. We should check facts and think before we believe something.

Fighting ignorance takes time and effort. But it makes us better people. It helps
us make good decisions and live in peace with others. Let’s keep learning and
help others learn too.
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END

Arabic Language

Paper Il (Listening and Speaking)

November 2025

Time: 1 hour

UGANDA ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
SAMPLE EXAMINATION PAPER

ARABIC LANGUAGE

LISTENING AND SPEAKING (PRACTICAL EXAMINATION)

1 Hour

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

This examination paper consists of five items. It has two papers: 2A and 2B.
A candidate responds to three items in all.

Paper 2 A contains One compulsory item.

Paper 2 B has two parts monologue and dialogue. The candidate responds to
one jtem from each part.
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ARABIC ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES

4, Assessment Rubrics

Assessment Rubric for Sample Arabic Paper |

Reading and Writing Section A: Reading Production Part I: Life Experience

Expected Output: Written answers

Bases of Score 4 Score 3 Score 2 Score 1
Assessment
Understanding Shows precise  Understands Understands Limited
of Text and complete = mainideas general understanding:
understanding; and some content; misses = mixes ideas or
interprets deeper implicit ideas misinterprets
explicit and meanings context
implicit
content
Identification = Accurately Identifies Mentions basic  Mentions
of Challenges  identifies all most challenges; unrelated or
challengesand challenges lacks depthor  vague
explainsthem  with examples challenges
with examples = appropriate
from the text detail
Connectionto  Clearly Explains Attempts Struggles to
Context & connects relationships connection but = connectideas;
Events events to between lacks clarityor  mixes
conFex.t with ambition depth unrelated
realistic and
analytical and events
insight challenges
with some
insight
Suggestions &  Offers logical, = Suggests Offers basic Suggestions
Solutions well-supported  ysefulideas = suggestions; are vague,
solutions with minor  lacks support  unrealistic, or
based gn texd gapsin or realism copied from
and personal .
reasoning text

insight
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Language Use  Usesaccurate, Usesmostly Languageis Frequent
& Clarity fluent Arabic correct understandable language
with clear language butincludes errors; affects
structure and with minor errors or clarity and
minimal errors = phrasing awkward coherence
issues phrasing
Section B: Translation
Expected Output: Translated text.
Translation Task Rubric.
Bases of Score4 Score 3 Score 2 Score 1
Assessment
Accuracy of Fully Maintains Overall meaning = Partial
Meaning conveys general is clear but distortion of
original meaning with includes literal ~ meaning; key
meaning minor slips or inaccurate ideas are
without phrases unclear
distortion;
precise and
complete
Clarity & Smooth, Mostly clear Understandable Difficult to
Readability logical flow;  and readable; but includes follow; lacks
easytoread someawkward clumsyor coherence
and phrasing unnatural
understand expressions
Use of Arabic  Contextually = Generally Weak or Arabic- = Incorrect or
Structures appropriate  correct influenced inappropriate
grammar, structures; structures; structures;
syntax,and  minor errors noticeable affects clarity
style grammatical

issues




Vocabulary &
Word Choice

Language
Accuracy

ARABIC ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES

Naturaland @ Acceptable
precise vocabulary;
vocabulary;  some literal or
fits context imprecise

and tone choices
Nearly error- =~ Minor errors
free; correct  thatdo not
spelling, affect

punctuation,

comprehension

and
grammar

SECTION C: Writing.

Expected Output: Written composition.

Task 1 Rubric
Bases of
Assessment
Structure &
Organization

Language
Accuracy

Score 4

Fully logical
structure
with formal
greeting,
body, and
closing;
seamless
flow
Error-free
use of formal
Arabic;
precise
vocabulary
and
grammar

Score 3

Most
structural
elements
present;
clear
organization

Minor errors
that do not
affect
meaning;
generally
correct
language

Basic Inaccurate or
vocabulary; contextually
includes literal  inappropriate
or awkward vocabulary
word choices
Frequent errors; Numerous
message still errors
understandable = affecting
clarity and
meaning
Score 2 Score 1
Structure is Missing key

uneven;
some mixing
of formal/
informal
styles

Noticeable
errors; some
affect clarity
or tone

elements (e.g.,
greeting or
closing); illogical
flow

Frequent errors:
message is hard
to follow




Content
Relevance

Tone & Style

Appropriateness

Closing &
Signature
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Clear,
relevant
message with
convincing
justifications
or motives
Consistently
formal and
appropriate
tone for
official/semi-
official
context
Proper
closing and
signature
used
appropriately

Good
content
with
acceptable
justification

Mostly
formal tone
with minor
slips

Closing and
signature
present with
minor errors

Expected Output: Written composition

Message is
relevant but
lacks depth
or clarity

Mixed tone;
informal

expressions
may appear

Closing or
signature
may be weak
or
incomplete

Limited

relevance; vague

or repetitive
content

Inappropriate
tone; lacks
awareness of
context

Missing or
incorrect

closing/signature




Task 2 Rubric.

Bases of
Assessment
Idea

Development
& Creativity

Organization
& Coherence

Language
Accuracy

Style &
Expression
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Score 3

Highly
original and
engaging
ideas;
personal
voice and
creativity
shine
through
Logical and
smooth
sequence of
ideas;
excellent
paragraphing
and
transitions

Correct use
of tenses,
pronouns,
and
vocabulary;
nearly error-
free

Rich
descriptive
or analytical
style;
personal and
engaging
tone

Score 3

Clear and
interesting
ideas; some
creative
elements
present

Ideas
presented
logically;
transitions
mostly clear

Minor
grammatical
or spelling
errors;
meaning
remains clear
Appropriate
stylistic
elements;
toneis
mostly
consistent

Score 2

Basic ideas
with limited
creativity; relies
on familiar or
simple content

Partial
sequencing;
some abrupt
shifts or
unclear
structure

Frequent errors
in grammar or
spelling;
message still
understandable

Simple style;
limited use of
descriptive or
analytical
language

Score 1l

Ideas are
vague or
repetitive;
lacks
originality

Ambiguous
or
confusing
order of
ideas; lacks
transitions

Numerous
errors that
affect
clarity and
flow

Weak use
of stylistic
techniques;
lacks tone
or voice
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Conclusion & = Strong and Clearending Basic Weak or
Closure satisfying that wraps conclusion; missing

conclusion up the text may feel rushed conclusion;
that appropriately orincomplete  lacks
reinforces impact
the message

Assessment Rubrics for Sample Arabic Paper II:

Listening And Speaking (Practical Examination)

SECTIONA

Expected Output: Written answers

Bases of Score 4 Score 3 Score 2 Score 1

Assessment

Understanding  Consistently Understands Understands Understands

Main Ideas grasps main mainideas | mainideasin  onlysimple,
ideasin in clear familiar concrete ideas;
extended speech; contexts; may  needs
speech, even minor gaps  miss nuance. repetition.
with some in complex
unfamiliar topics.
vocabulary.

Understanding  Accurately Recognizes | Picks up basic = Misses many

Specific Details  identifies key most detailsin details; relies
details and details; familiar on repetition
supporting occasional situations. or clarification.
informationin | omissions.
varied contexts.

Inference and Infers meaning, Caninfer Occasionally Rarely infers

Interpretation  tone, and meaningin  infers meaning;
speakerintent  familiar meaning; needs direct
with ease; contexts; relies on statements to
understands (Sj(i)f?:ceUlty explicit cues. understand.
implied with
information. nuance.




Response to
Spoken Input

Comprehension

of Varied
Accents

Use of
Listening
Strategies

Vocabulary
Recognition

ARABIC ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES

Responds
appropriately
and promptly;
shows clear
understanding
of spoken
input.

Understands
different Arabic
accents and
speech rates
with minimal
difficulty.

Uses prediction,

context clues,

and note-taking
effectively to aid
comprehension.

Recognizes a
wide range of
vocabulary,
including
idiomatic and
topic-specific
terms.

Responds
well; minor
delays or
clarification
needed.

Understands
standard
accents;
some
difficulty
with regional
variation.
Applies
listening
strategies
with
confidence;
minor gaps.
Recognizes
most
common
and topic-
related
vocabulary.

Responds with
basic
accuracy; may
need
repetition.

Understands
slow, clear
speech;
struggles with
unfamiliar
accents.

Uses basic
strategies;
effectiveness
varies.

Recognizes
basic
vocabulary;
unfamiliar
words hinder
understanding

Responses are
delayed or off-
topic;
comprehension
is limited.

Understands
only familiar
accent and

slow speech.

Limited use of
strategies;
comprehension
suffers.

Limited
vocabulary
recognition;
frequent
breakdowns.




PART 1

Expected Output : Monologue

Bases of
Assessment
Content
Organization

Clarity of
Message

Vocabulary
Range

Grammar and
Sentence
Structure
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Score 4

Ideas are
logically
sequenced
with clear
structure; uses
transitions
effectively.
Message is
clear, focused,
and easy to
follow;
supports ideas
with
examples.

Rich and
varied
vocabulary;
precise word
choice
enhances
meaning.
Consistently
accurate
grammar; uses
complex
structures
effectively.

Score 3

Well-
organized
content;
minor lapses
in flow.

Message is
mostly clear;
occasional
ambiguity.

Good range of
vocabulary;
occasional
repetition.

Mostly
accurate
grammar;
occasional
errors.

Score 2

Basic structure
present; some
repetition or
unclear
transitions.

Message is
understandable;
lacks
elaboration.

Basic
vocabulary
used
appropriately;
limited variety.

Basic grammar
used correctly;
noticeable
errors.

Scorel

Contentis
loosely
organized;
lacks clear
progression.

Message is
vague or
hard to
follow;
minimal
support.

Limited
vocabulary;
frequent
repetition or

gaps.

Frequent
errors;
affects
clarity.




Pronunciation
and Intonation

Fluency and
Delivery

Cultural

Appropriateness

Length and
Depth of
Monologue
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Clear
pronunciation
and expressive
intonation;
enhances
listener
engagement.
Speaks
smoothly with
natural
rhythm;
minimal
hesitation.
Demonstrates
strong cultural
awareness;
uses idiomatic
and
contextually
appropriate
expressions.
Extended
monologue
with depth
and
elaboration;
explores topic
thoroughly.

Generally clear

pronunciation;
intonation

supports

meaning.

Speaks
fluently;
occasional
pauses or
self-
correction.
Shows good
cultural
sensitivity;
expressions
mostly
appropriate.

Covers topic
well; includes
some
elaboration.

Understandable

pronunciation;

intonation may

be flat.

Speech is
halting but
manageable;
frequent
pauses.

Basic cultural

understanding;

limited use of
culturally
relevant
language.

Addresses topic

with basic
detail; lacks
depth.

Pronunciation
often unclear;
intonation
unnatural.

Speech is
slow and
hesitant;
disrupts flow.

Minimal
cultural
awareness;
may misuse
expressions.

Short
monologue;
minimal
elaboration.




PART 2
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Expected Output : Monologue

Bases of
Assessment
Initiation of
Dialogue

Turn-Taking

Clarity of
Expression

Listening and
responding

Score 4

Initiates
conversation
naturally and
confidently;
uses
culturally
appropriate
greetings and
expressions.
Manages
turns
smoothly;
responds and
interjects
appropriately
with minimal
overlap or
silence.
Expresses
ideas clearly
and fluently;
uses varied
sentence
structures
and
connectors.
Responds
accurately to
spoken input;
shows active
listening and
builds on
others’ ideas.

Score 3

Initiates dialogue

with ease; uses
appropriate
expressions with
minor hesitation.

Takes turns
effectively;

occasional pauses

oroverlap.

Communicates

clearly; occasional

errors do not
hinder
understanding.

Understands and
responds well;
may ask for
repetition
occasionally.

Score 2

Begins dialogue
with familiar
phrases; may
need
prompting.

Participatesin
turn-taking;
may pause or
hesitate.

Ideas are
understandable;
uses simple
structures.

Understands
basicinput;
responses may
be delayed or
limited.

Score 1

Struggles to
initiate; relies
on memorized
expressions.

Limited turn-
taking; often
silent or
interrupts.

Expression is
unclear;
frequent errors
and repetition.

Often
misunderstands;
responses may
be off - topic.




Vocabulary Use

Grammar and
Accuracy

Pronunciation
and Intonation

Cultural
Appropriateness

Uses a wide
range of
vocabulary
relevant to
the topic;
adapts
register
appropriately

Uses correct
grammar
consistently;
includes
complex
structures
with minimal
errors.

Clear
pronunciation
and natural
intonation;
easily
understood by
native
speakers.
Demonstrates
strong
awareness of
cultural norms
in dialogue;
uses idiomatic
expressions.
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Uses appropriate
vocabulary with
some variety;
minor gaps.

Mostly accurate
grammar: errors
do not impede
understanding.

Generally clear
pronunciation;
minor
mispronunciations.

Shows good
cultural
awareness;
expressions
mostly
appropriate.

Uses basic
vocabulary;
repetition
common.

Basic grammar
used correctly;
noticeable
errors.

Understandable
with effort;
intonation may
be flat or
inconsistent.

Basic cultural
understanding;
limited use of
idioms or
expressions.

Limited
vocabulary;
relies on
common or
memorized
words.

Frequent errors;
affects clarity.

Pronunciation
often unclear;
intonation
unnatural.

Minimal
cultural
awareness; may
use
inappropriate
expressions.
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5. Final Arabic language Subject Grading

Construct Performance

Level
Effective Exceptional
communication:

(Exchanging information
and clearly expressing
ideas in the target
language through oral
and written means,
using culturally and
socially relevant
language to facilitate
meaningful interactions
and mutual
understanding)
Outstanding

Descriptor

Communicates with depth:
ideas are fully developed,
supported with examples,
and expressed fluently in
the target language. Shows
clarity: language is precise,
well-structured, and easy to
understand. Demonstrates
relevance; uses culturally
and socially appropriate
expressions that foster
meaningful interaction and
mutual understanding.
Communicates with good
depth: most ideas are
explained, and examples
are used, though some lack
detail. Maintains clarity:
generally, well-organized,
with minor lapses in
precision. Shows relevance:
language is mostly
appropriate and facilitates
interaction, with occasional
gaps in cultural or social fit.
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Satisfactory

Basic

Elementary

Communicates with basic
depth: ideas are present but
underdeveloped, with
limited examples. Clarity:
language is understandable
but may be vague or loosely
organized. Relevance: some
expressions fit the context,
but others are generic or
not well-adapted to
cultural/social norms.
Communicates with limited
depth: ideas are short,
repetitive, or superficial.
Clarity: responses are
confusing or poorly
structured. Relevance:
language often fails to
connect to the
cultural/social context,
limiting meaningful
interaction.

Shows minimal depth: little
or no attempt to express
ideas. Clarity: responses are
unclear or incoherent.
Relevance: language is
off-topic, inappropriate, or
absent, preventing effective
communication.
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